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Background
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Evelyn (1664)12 discusses genotype and seed selection:
“…as to what concerns the election of your Seed, It is to be
consider’d, that there is vast difference in Trees even of the
same growth and bed, which I judge to proceed from the
variety and quality of the Seed… and therefore chuse not
your Seeds always from the most Fruitful-trees, which are
commonly the most Aged, and decayed; but from such as are
found most solid and fair…”

Only 6.8 % of hardwood seedlings produced are
from improved materials, compared to 36.5 % of
conifer seedlings at the same nurseries

Findings

Successful plantation establishment depends on many factors,
including seedling quality, matching species to the appropriate site,
and the silvicultural practices employed. Given the tremendous genetic
variation in forest tree species, the origin of plant material is one of the
most important factors in successfully establishing plantations.
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Methodology

A questionnaire was mailed to plant material providers in the eastern
USA (Figure 1) requesting information on their use of improved
material and seed sources in operational hardwood seedling
production.
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